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geographical papers recently prepared and read
by him before the American Institute. This sep-
tion is devoted to the discussion of the work done
by the missionaries of the fifty-four various boards
and societies for the advancement of geographic
and kindred sciences. He said:

"Probably no source of knowledge in this de-
partment has been so vast, varied, and prolific, at
so insignificant expense to the world, as the inves-
tigations and contributions of these missionaries.
They have patiently collected and truthfully
transmitted a great amount of exact and most
valuable geographical knowledge. All this has
been done without money and without price,
though it would literally have cost millions of
treasure to secure the same by any other means.
This work, as a civilizing and also a commerce-
creating agency almost imponderable in its re-
sults, may be written on the financial balance-
sheets of the nations as so much ' net gain;' all
this as simply parasitic growth on the Tree of
Life they go to plant.

" Much of discovery, especially in regions most
difficult to reach, which has been credited to ad-
venturous and enterprising travellers and explor-
ers as their own, would be more correctly stated if
written down as simply forwarded through them
to the scientific world by these missionaries.

" One of the first steps in the march to conquer
the topographical mysteries of unknown lands is
to acquire knowledge of the languages of the peo-
ples inhabiting them. On this head, he quoted as
follows from Warren in ' These for Those :' ' Our